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	November
4  MSB Low Vision Clinic, Contact:  Sharon Whited 410-444-5000 x1276 or sharonw@mdschblind.org
10 Bookstream Webinar Contact:  Lisa Wright @ 410-767-0812,  lwright@msde.state.md.us
14  Braille Task Force Meeting @ MSB, Contact:  Lisa Wright @ 410-767-0812,  lwright@msde.state.md.us

	We will be hosting the Maryland Regional Braille Challenge again this year.  The flyer for it is on the next page for you to share.  I will be receiving braille postcards about the event that I will be sending out.  Shortly after Thanksgiving I will be sharing the Student/Family Registration and the Volunteer Registration with you.  
Congratulations to Maryland staff for October awards…

Susan Kramek, TVI in Montgomery County.  Susan was presented with the MD Parents of Blind Children 2011 Teacher of the Year Award in Ocean City, MD.
Lacey Kidwell, music therapist at the MSB was presented with the award for Outstanding Related Services from the Council of Schools for the Blind in Louisville, Kentucky.
Kay Kirch, residential care at the MSB was presented with the award for Outstanding Residential Services from the Council of Schools for the Blind in Louisville, Kentucky.
Lisa Wright 

Statewide Blind/Visually Impaired/Low Incidence Specialist

	December
5  Braille Task Force Meeting @ MSB, Contact:  Lisa Wright @ 410-767-0812,  lwright@msde.state.md.us
9   MSB Low Vision Clinic, Contact:  Sharon Whited 410-444-5000 x1276 or sharonw@mdschblind.org
January

3 Braille Task Force Meeting @ MSB, Contact:  Lisa Wright @ 410-767-0812,  lwright@msde.state.md.us
13   MSB Low Vision Clinic, Contact:  Sharon Whited 410-444-5000 x1276 or sharonw@mdschblind.org
25   Vision Steering Committee, Contact:  Mindy Demaris, mdemaris@wcboe.org
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The Maryland State Department of Education and 

The Maryland School for the Blind 
will be hosting the Maryland Regional Braille Challenge on 

Saturday, February 11, 2012
Students who read braille in grades Prekindergarten through Grade 12 can participate in the Maryland Regional Braille Challenge reading and writing contests. Parents and siblings can participate in workshops while students are taking the tests.  

WHEN:     Saturday, February 11, 2012 (Snow date:  February 25, 2011)

TIME:        8:30 AM to 4:00 PM 

WHERE:    The Maryland School for the Blind

                3501 Taylor Avenue

                Baltimore, MD  21236

For more information or to register, contact:  Lisa Wright at 410-767-0812 or lwright@msde.state.md.us
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	Blind Industries and Services of Maryland

MENTORING PROGRAM

Paves the road to success for blind and low vision youth and young adults, learn from successful blind mentor, develop blindness skills, realize it is OK to be blind, connecting blind youth and young adults ages 14-24 with successful blind mentors

The Goals of the BISM Mentoring Program:

· Navigate the vocational rehabilitation process 

· Achieve academic success

· Explore career choices

· Become active in the community 

WANTED: Blind and low vision youth and young adults between the ages of 14 and 24 eager to have fun and learn from the experiences of others 

Benefits: 

· Learn what it takes to be successful as a blind person 

· Cultivate personal leadership traits 

· Develop a network of blind friends 

· Learn blindness skills 

· Learn about current technology 

· Come to realize that it is OK to be blind 

· Have fun! 

What is the commitment?

· One year commitment to meet monthly with mentoring partner

· Weekly interactive communication with mentoring partner

· Participate in fun and exciting activities every three months

Call or email Amy Phelps 410-737-2642 or aphelps@bism.org for more information


	Survey on Tactile Graphics
Dear Teachers of Students with Visually Impairments,

The help of you and your students is needed for a two-phase study on graphics and student strategies that we are conducting at the University of British Columbia.  Phase 1 involves a survey that we would like as many teachers of students with visual impairments (TSVIs) and students in North America to take (there is a separate survey link for teachers and students posted below).  The links are below if you are willing to take the survey and/or have some of your students take the survey. 

Teacher Survey Link: All teachers of students with visual impairments
http://app.fluidsurveys.com/surveys/ubcvision/teacher-survey/
TSVIs: Click on the above link to take the survey.  By beginning the survey, you are consenting to participate (although you can leave the survey at any time). No personal identifying information will be linked to your responses.  Please take the full survey in one sitting, as there is not an option to save and return. The survey should only take about 10-15 minutes to complete. 

 

Student Survey Link: Students with a visual impairment, in grades 4-12, that have at least some academic classes, use either visual or tactile graphics (we would like both perspectives) in classroom and/or testing situations.
http://app.fluidsurveys.com/surveys/ubcvision/student-survey/
This link (above) is the one your students should use to take the survey. No personal identifying information will be linked to your students' responses. By entering the survey they are assenting to participate, but can leave at any time. The questions in the survey ask for the students' opinions and practices with using graphics in the classroom and on tests. There are no personal questions in the survey nor can the student be identified. Students should take the survey in one sitting, as there is not an option to save and return. The survey is estimated to take about 15 minutes to complete, but will be dependent on your student's reading speed and familiarity with filling out an electronic survey.  
Thank you again for your support in this study!   If you have any questions or desire further information with respect to this study, you may contact, me, the Principal Investigator at (604) 822-4506 or kim.zebehazy@ubc.ca .

Sincerely,
Kim Zebehazy

Assistant Professor

University of British Columbia

Department of Educational and Counseling Psychology,and Special Education

Blindness and Visual Impairment Concentration

2125 Main Mall

Vancouver, BC V6T 2G3

Announcing 2012 Travel Opportunities and Scholarships for Blind/VI Students 

Raft the Grand Canyon or Trek to Machu Picchu - Application Deadline is November 18, 2011

Developed in partnership with world-renowned blind adventurer Erik Weihenmayer, the Global Explorers Leading the Way program brings together blind, visually impaired, and sighted students ages 15 to 21 on incredible journeys around the world. Leading the Way integrates science, service, leadership, and culture in a three-phase program that includes pre-travel curriculum, a life-changing travel experience, and a follow-up global citizenship project. Through their unique stories, the teams spread messages of hope while breaking down barriers between those with and without disabilities. 

Rim to River Expedition: Grand Canyon, Arizona 
When: July 20-31, 2012
Price: $2,000 + Airfare to/from Phoenix, AZ

Spend the first three days engaging in service and experiencing the vast culture of the area on the South Rim of the Canyon and the next seven days on the upper half of the world-renowned Colorado River. The team will raft exhilarating whitewater, float through calm stretches and journey by foot through slot canyons.

Peruvian Highlands Expedition: Cusco, Sacred Valley & Machu Picchu, Peru
When: July 8-17, 2012
Price: $3,510 + Airfare to/from Lima, Peru

The Peruvian highlands are an ideal landscape to experience the power of a determined human spirit and to challenge yourself as a leader. Spend the first three days experiencing culture in the magical city of Cusco and the breathtaking Sacred Valley and the next five days hiking through spectacular mountain vistas and ancient Inca ruins.

Apply online at www.globalexplorers.org/leadingtheway by November 18.  Full scholarships are available, including special scholarships designated for participants from Massachusetts and the Pacific Northwest.
To request additional info (braille and LP materials are available), please contact Laura at laura@globalexplorers.org or 1-877-627-1425.

Laura Portalupi
Leading the Way Program Coordinator
Global Explorers
ph 877-627-1425  fx 970-672-1073
www.globalexplorers.org
If you have any questions or about this newsletter, please contact:

Lisa Wright

Statewide Vision/Low Incidence Specialist

Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services

Maryland State Department of Education

200 W. Baltimore Street

Baltimore, MD  21201

PHONE: 410-767-0812  FAX:  410-333-8165

Email:  lwright@msde.state.md.us
and

The Maryland School for the Blind

3501 Taylor Avenue

Baltimore, MD  21236


THANK YOU TO THE GENEROUS SUPPORT OF OUR NATIONAL SPONSORS!!!
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