The second annual Maryland Regional Braille Challenge was held on Saturday, February 12, 2011 here at the Maryland School for the Blind (MSB) with almost one hundred attendees.  The event was sponsored by MSB and The Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) and is a preliminary event of a national braille reading and writing contest sponsored by the Braille Institute of America in Los Angles, California.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]As Dr. Michael J. Bina, MSB President, welcomed everyone to the event, a visit from the Baltimore Oriole Bird mascot surprised the audience. Fourteen students from around Maryland participated in the event.  Students in grades Kindergarten through twelve competed in the contest categories of: Reading Comprehension, Spelling, and Proofreading, Chart and Graph Reading, and Speed and Accuracy.  Parents and siblings attended workshops while students worked hard in the classrooms.  Vendors as well as  balloon animal artists were on hand, and prizes were awarded to all the students who participated.  
All contestants' scores have been submitted to the Braille Institute to compete nationally with other students in their grade categories.  The top twelve students from the preliminary events will qualify  to compete in the finals to be held in Los Angeles on June 24-25, 2011.  Announcement of the qualifiers will take place in May.  Good luck to the Maryland participants!

