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Tenderness for our students as they are.

Respect for what they can become

Adapted from Louis Pasteur

Mission

The Maryland School for the Blind, a statewide resource center, provides outreach, school and residential services for students to reach their fullest potential by preparing them with the abilities to be as successful, independent and 

well-rounded contributing members of their communities as possible.

VISION

The Maryland School for the Blind will exceed parent and local school expectations by assisting individual students reach their fullest potential by setting high expectations and providing, 

in state of the art facilities, the highest quality best practice programs.

A Message from the President and Chairman of the Board

Dear Friends,

Each year we take the time to reflect upon the progress the school has made to better accomplish its mission assisting students achieve their fullest potential. This year we can’t help but think how the school’s past, present and future are inextricably linked. 

The many historic photographs on display on our campus, remind us of the generations of students that MSB has served since first opening its doors in 1853. Speaking to grateful MSB alumni we hear of the dedication of MSB staff and the quality of the opportunities to launch promising futures for students all across Maryland. 

The present is all around us. Every day brings us face to face with the hundreds of students we serve throughout Maryland. We witness their progress, their challenges and triumphs, and their daunting, often inspiring road to adulthood. 

As we look to the future, we are optimistic as we experience success in the phases of constructing the school of the future. Ironically, the current master plan looked progressively forward by re-embracing MSB’s 100 year old cottage program that teaches students independent living skills in home like settings. We are excited that we will also be breaking ground in July 2012 on a state of the art educational facility for our students with multiple disabilities.

These are important steps forward that will assist other students like B.J. Petersen, Josh Gregory and Daniel Salembene illustrated in this report. These stories also highlight our school credo — Tenderness for our students as they are. Respect for what they can become. (Adapted from Louis Pasteur)

None of these accomplishments, in fact MSB itself, would have been possible without the individual, foundation, corporate and legislative support we have received. We cannot stress how grateful we are. You really are making a major difference in the lives of many young Marylanders who are blind or visually impaired.

Edward J. Veilleux

Chairman of the Board

Michael J. Bina, Ed.D.

President

beyond all expectations

Daniel, who was diagnosed with cortical visual impairment, a neurological visual disorder before coming to MSB, attended a daycare program, where MSB outreach staff frequently worked with students with special needs. Steve Salembene, Daniel’s father recalls “They recommended that Daniel would be a good candidate for MSB.” 

“We toured other schools in the area, but we liked what we saw at MSB—small class sizes, good teacher-to-student ratio and the fact that everyone we met had big smiles on their faces. It was the best decision we ever made.”

Lisa Fulmer taught Daniel during his first two years at MSB. “Our primary emphasis was working on integrating assistive technology,” she describes. “We found computer technology using sounds and symbols was very helpful.” 

Amy Krebs, Daniel’s physical therapist, agrees. Daniel can now operate a power wheelchair using head switches to start and stop and change directions. He is also using an adaptive walker that allows him to walk. 

Last year, Daniel’s grandparents attended Parent Visitation Day and received a wonderful surprise. “They saw Daniel walk across the assembly room with his adaptive walker and answer all the questions correctly on his classroom computer exercise,” recalls Salembene. Daniel’s grandmother was in tears, realizing the strides Daniel has made and what the future holds for him.

A lover of music and swimming, Daniel has joined a swim club started by Bill McGeachy, his orientation and mobility instructor, and participates in MSB’s Extended School Year, a summer program for students. 

Both father and son eagerly anticipate the completion of the new educational building for students with multiple disabilities. This will allow Daniel more opportunities to continue to achieve beyond all expectations!

“Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.” 

· Helen Keller

a stellar student, a future leader

Joshua Gregory loves to learn. A senior at The Maryland School for the Blind (MSB), Josh lives on the Baltimore campus during the week. He scarcely has time for all the classes and activities that fill each day including learning the activities of daily living 

in the student independent living home.

“He has always been studious, especially if it has anything to do with computers. Teachers have to tell him to take a break,” 

explains his mother Denise, who notes Josh’s passion for learning outside the classroom as well.

Josh has taken full advantage of the wide variety of activities MSB offers. “I have always participated in swimming where I have quite a few medals,” he explains. “I also run track and wrestle. I joined chorus, was in The Lion King and  played the Chef in The Little Mermaid.”  There is always something to do at MSB, Josh explains.  “Sometimes I just hang out with friends. That’s a lot of fun too.” 

As a very young child, Josh was enrolled in MSB’s infants and toddlers program and benefited enormously, according to Denise. After attending a neighborhood elementary school, he returned to MSB in fifth grade. “He had a large growth spurt and his local school could only provide him with one hour of physical therapy a week. He also needed more individual attention in his studies and other areas,” she explains.

From the start, Josh enjoyed life as a residential student, forging friendships with students and teachers. Now Josh is eager to build on his success at MSB as he prepares to take the next step in his education. “He is planning to attend Harford Community College and take courses in political science,” Denise says proudly.

One of Josh’s biggest interests is politics and government. He has been a candidate for several offices at MSB. “I was president of my homeroom class,” he recounts, “and currently I am vice president of the senior class.” Josh’s student government participation may plant the seeds for future political aspirations.

Denise affirms that MSB has changed Josh’s life. “It’s been a great experience,” she states. “They say that a full day equals a full life. This is especially true for Josh living on campus. I am glad that the school is building a new independent living home so more kids will have the same opportunities Josh has had.”

“It is a terrible thing to see and have no vision.” 

· Helen Keller

the future is bright

Brian “B.J.” Petersen has always known the value of hard work. As a student at The Maryland School for the Blind (MSB), he held a job in the cafeteria. When the opportunity came to build on that experience, B.J. was ready.

“I learned about an opening for a bagger at Giant Foods,” remembers B.J. “My supervisor in the MSB cafeteria was my reference and I landed the job.”

A 2008 MSB graduate, B.J. remains employed at the same store. He likes the work and enjoys the company of fellow employees. According to his mother, Theresa, the skills he learned at MSB have contributed to his success in the work world.

B.J. attended high school as a residential student at MSB, where he “really opened up as a person,” she explains. “B.J. had some vision in his right eye, but he needed extra attention. When we learned about MSB, I called the school immediately.” MSB taught B.J. adaptive skills for his visual impairment so that he could be successful in the classroom and in the community.

According to Theresa and B.J., his days at MSB were filled with wonderful experiences. He made many friends, ran track, participated in swimming and goalball, and developed close connections with his teachers.

“The sports teams were definitely the best,” B.J. says emphatically. “It was great to be part of a team, but I also liked spending time with my friends after school.” B.J. excelled at his MSB classes and attended Parkville High School, splitting his day between the two schools. “My favorite subjects were German and ROTC,” he affirms.

“There is no question that MSB was the best place for B.J.,” asserts Theresa. 

The future continues to be bright for B.J.

“Life is a succession of lessons which must be lived to be understood.” 

· Helen Keller

graduates

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2011!

The Maryland School for the Blind extends a sincere thank you to all of the individuals, corporations, organizations and foundations who have so generously supported our students during the 2011 fiscal year to ensure every student we serve achieves their highest level of independence.

Malaz Ahmed

Kelvin Atkinson
Brittany Brown
Keyisha Brown
Shaun Bishop

Destiny DiMattei
Marwin Estevez

Makeda Evans

Rodney Rogers
Lauren Saunders
Paul Scruggs
Shaun Sheeder
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Financials

The Maryland School for the Blind is a private, 501(c)(3) school under Internal Revenue Service regulations. The School’s fiscal year ends June 30th. Funding is provided primarily through grants from the Maryland State Department of Education and payments from local school districts. Contributions are received from individuals, corporations, foundations and community groups. Total expenses approximated $25 million.
REVENUES

All investment related revenues are not included

Maryland State Appropriation 68%

Other Revenues 4%
Private Gifts & Bequests 3%
Sponsored Projects 6%
Program Services 19%
EXPENSES

Instruction 42%
Educational Support & Nutrition 14%
Residential Services 12%
Outreach & Instructional Resource Center 7%

General Administration 12%

Facilities 13%
For additional information, contact:
 Robin L. Churchill, CPA, Chief Financial Officer at 410-444-5000 or robinc@mdschblind.org


STUDENTS SERVED BY REGION

Western  112

Central  549 

Southern  154
Eastern Shore  35
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